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Improving the Trade and Business Environment
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What’s in the Agreement?
CETA provides a framework to enhance trade by increasing dialogue between regulators and deepening cooperation over time.   CETA will help prevent future regulations and other non-tariff measures from creating barriers to trade.  CETA will not, in any way, force the EU or Canada to relax our regulatory standards nor will it prevent us from regulating in the public interest, but it will help ensure that regulation isn’t more trade restrictive than necessary to meet its goals. 

CETA also provides for customs processes  that will support today’s fast-paced trading environment by: enhancing transparency; promoting automated border procedures through the use of information technology; improving  predictability by providing for advance rulings on origin and tariff classifications; heightening coordination amongst all governmental authorities involved at the border; and by providing for an impartial and transparent system for seeking redress of customs rulings and decisions.  

CETA Promotes Seamless Trade
· A Chapter on Customs and Trade Facilitation to cut red tape at the border, making the processes through which exporters get their products to foreign buyers less costly, faster, more transparent, and predictable.  Streamlining customs procedures serves to benefit all businesses involved with trade in goods, including those in the logistics, transport, and other trade-related sectors.
· A Protocol on Rules of Origin and Origin Procedures to establish clear and transparent rules and procedures that facilitate the movement of goods, encourage a paperless environment, and minimize administrative burden.  The protocol will also allow traders to determine whether goods produced with foreign inputs will qualify for preferential tariff treatment. 
· A Chapter on Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures to promote early dialogue and cooperation on SPS measures so that those measures are effective in ensuring food safety, animal and plant life and health protection while preventing misunderstandings that might restrict trade in agriculture, food, and other products.
· A Chapter on Regulatory Cooperation to create a formal mechanism to facilitate joint initiatives between regulatory authorities, including data collection and analysis practices, reviewing lessons learned, and conducting risk impact assessments.   Promoting good regulatory practices, cooperation, and information sharing early in the development of regulations will minimize impediments to trade and improve the business environment.
· A Chapter on Technical Barriers to Trade to help prevent technical regulations from impeding trade, including by encouraging recognition of the equivalency of specific Canadian and EU technical measures.
· A Protocol on the Mutual Acceptance of the Results of Conformity Assessment to reduce costs and marketing delays by allowing recognized bodies in Canada and the EU to accept each other’s test results and product certifications in certain specified sectors.  This will allow EU and Canadian companies to have their products certified for the export market in their own country, saving businesses both time and money.     
To learn more about CETA visit our website: www.international.gc.ca/ceta
CETA Sets the Gold Standard for Trade Agreements in the 21st Century … 


Eliminating 99% of Canadian and EU tariffs is the starting point for providing Canadian and EU companies with new trade opportunities.  To succeed, businesses also require other trade facilitating infrastructure, such as excellent services and appropriate policies to allow for the efficient movement of people, capital, and technologies across borders.


CETA covers the full range of elements that shape modern international trade, including goods, services, investment, intellectual property, government procurement, non-tariff measures, and more.  


… And Complements Efforts to Improve the Business Environment


Canada is reducing tariffs, pursuing smart deregulation, simplifying customs procedures, and upgrading trade-related infrastructure.  For example, Canada’s customs and trade procedures are some of the most transparent, predictable, and trade facilitating in the world, and Canada’s overall tax rate on new business investment is the lowest among G7 countries.


Together, Canada and CETA are creating a world class business environment that attracts investment, facilitates trade, and promotes cross-Atlantic value chain linkages.








Did you know?


Forbes and Bloomberg both have rated Canada the best place in the G20 to do business, and the Economist's Intelligence Unit rated Canada as the top country among the G7 and G20 for doing business over the next five years.













