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European Commission, Brussels, Belgium 

17 July 2023 

Concept Note 
 
 

The EU-CELAC Summit between the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean, will take place 

on 17-18 July 2023 in Brussels. It is the first summit of Heads of State and Government of the 

two regions in eight years. It will be an opportunity to advance the Global Gateway 

Investment Agenda for Latin America and the Caribbean. Global Gateway is the EU’s offer 

to bridge the existing investment gap in the area of fair green and digital transition, by using 

public financing to leverage private capital and investment for projects that deliver on key 

public policy objectives. 

 
Right ahead of the main Summit, the European Commission will organise at its main 

Berlaymont building in Brussels, on 17 July from 09.00-15.00, a Business Round Table jointly 

with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and CAF – Development Bank of Latin 

America. 

 
 

Business Round Table Objective 
The EU-LAC Business Round Table will bring together political leaders, business CEOs, heads 

of development financing institutions, and industry associations to review the key strands of 

the Global Gateway Investment Agenda. In seven round tables, participants will explore 

opportunities for investments in, amongst others, renewable energy and green hydrogen, 

critical raw materials, decarbonisation, and transport infrastructure projects, 5G and last- 

kilometre connectivity, digitalisation for public services, and sustainable finance and green bonds. 

They will also focus on how investments can tackle social issues - creating decent jobs and 

formal employment, education and vocational training, gender equality, youth 

empowerment and corporate social responsibility. 

 
The Business Round Table will be a small-scale, high-level event with a maximum of 150 

participants, by invitation and in-person only. The preliminary programme (see below) 

features a general opening session, seven parallel round tables and a closing event ahead of 

the main Summit which should allow for key messages to feed into it. The Business Round Table 
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co-organisers will facilitate bilateral meetings along-side the programme to ensure a 

productive dialogue. 

 
An EU-LAC Civil Society and Local Authorities Forum, including a Youth Day, will meet for 

two days on 13-14 July. Social topics (equality, youth, fair work, among others) highlighted 

during this conference and relevant to the Global Gateway Investment Agenda will be 

reported on during the Business Round Table. 

 

 
EU-LAC Trade and Investment Context 
The EU and LAC have strong trade and investment ties. The EU has concluded association, free 

trade, or political cooperation agreements with 27 of the 33 countries in the region and is the 

largest source of foreign direct investment in LAC – totalling 45% of LAC FDI inflows during 

2015-2019 and 36% in 2021. 

 
Bilateral trade between the two regions grew by 18% between 2008 and 2021. EU exports 

to LAC averaged € 116 billion in the last decade, 2% of its global exports, while LAC exports to the 

EU averaged € 98 billion in the same period, about 10% of the region’s global exports. Despite 

these figures, most of the recent trade growth was concentrated in the 2008-2013 period 

and in Mexico, Ecuador, and Peru, while other countries’ trade stagnated or fell. 

 
Both regions should promote inclusive employment and decent work, gender equality, 

corporate social responsibility, and responsible business conduct. These shared baselines 

should drive trade and investment, focused on cooperation around some of the world's most 

pressing challenges, such as the fair green transition, sustainable mining of critical raw 

minerals, harnessing the power of the digital economy and food security. 
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EU-LAC Business Round Table – 17 July - Programme Overview 
 

8:00 – 9:00 Registration and Petit Déjeuner 

9:00-9:30 
Opening Remarks 
Opportunities for bi-regional collaboration from the perspectives of the European Commission, the EU and 
LAC regions’ development banks. 

9:30-10:45 

Parallel Round Table 1  
Energy Transition in LAC: Sustainable Solutions for 
All  
 
How can the private sector contribute to advance the 
fair and green energy transition in the EU and LAC? 

Parallel Round Table 2 
Sustainable and Inclusive Economic Integration: 
Opportunities for Growth 
 
Opportunities for inclusive growth driven by 
responsible trade and investment with a special 
focus on the integration of the Amazonian region. 
 

11:00-12:15 

Parallel Round Table 3 
Bridging the Gap: Unlocking Investment Potential 
in the Caribbean  
 
Caribbean region's investment attractiveness in 
sectors such as energy, tourism, agriculture, and 
manufacturing. 
 

Parallel Round Table 4 
Critical Raw Materials and E-Mobility 
 
Conditions for electric mobility, including incentives 
for people and businesses and sustainable supply 
chains of critical raw materials needed for electric 
batteries. 
 

12:15-13:30 

Parallel Round Table 5 
Linking Up: Fair Digital Transition 
and Last Kilometre Connectivity 
 
Reducing the digital divide and 
social inequalities by expanding 
connectivity and reinforcing 
physical digital infrastructure via 
fibre connections, mobile networks 
(5G) and satellite systems. 
 

Parallel Round Table 6 
Sustainable Financing: Green, 
Social and Blue Bonds 
 
Potential impact and scope for 
scaling up green bonds and 
complementary sustainable 
financing instruments like blue 
and social bonds.  
 

Parallel Round Table 7 
Enhancing Health Resilience 
 
Investing in pharma, biotech, and 
med-tech sectors to boost regional 
innovation and facilitate equitable 
access to health products: what 
are the key drivers for success? 
 

13:30-14:00 Closing Event (open to the press) 

Key takeaways of the Round Tables and closing remarks by EU & LAC high-level representatives 

14:00-15:00 Networking Lunch 

DRAFT 01.06.23 



Country Company

EU RHI Magensita

EU Anheuser-Busch InBev

EU Umicore

EU Jan de Nul

EU Katoen Natie

EU Vestas

EU Orsted

EU Maersk

EU X-Road

EU UPM

EU Wartsilia

EU NOKIA

EU Qvantel

EU Metso

EU Airbus

EU Groupe PSA

EU HDF Energy

EU Total Energie

EU EDF

EU Veolia

EU Engie

EU Orange

EU Eramet

EU Imerys

EU TRANSDEV

EU Thales

EU Poma

EU Alstom

EU CMA CGM

EU Danone

EU Veja

EU Dassault Systemes

EU Sanofi

EU MEDEF International

EU AfD

EU PROPARCO

EU Natixis

EU Vinci

EU ALSTOM

EU BASF

EU Deutsche Bank

EU E.on

EU Enertrag

EU Siemens AG

EU Siemens Gamesa

EU SAP

EU DHL Supply Chain

EU Volkswagen

EU Mercedes-Benz/Daimler



EU BMW

EU TUI Group

EU Bayer

EU Biontech

EU Latin Amerika Verein

EU KfW

EU EllaLink

EU Intesa Sanpaolo

EU ENEL

EU TIM/Sparkle

EU FAAM Brand

EU IVECO

EU ENI

EU Confindustria

EU CDP Foundation

EU Istituto Italo-Latino Americano (IILA)

EU Ghella

EU Millicom

EU SES

EU Rabobank

EU Stellantis

EU Heliox

EU Unilever

EU FMO

EU ARP-E Vehicles

EU GALP Energia

EU Sonae

EU EDP

EU CaetanoBus

EU CIP (Portuguese Federation part of Business Europe)

EU BBVA

EU Mapfre

EU Nordex/Acciona

EU Tragsatec/Tragsa

EU Iberdrola

EU Sofistic Cybersecurity

EU Everis

EU Telefonica

EU Hispasat

EU Xcalibur Multiphysics

EU Grupo SAMCA

EU IRIZAR E-Mobility

EU Iberostar Group

EU Melia Hotels International

EU Riu Hotels & Resorts

EU REDEUA

EU Grupo Sampol

EU Grupo Piñero

EU Baleària Madrid

EU Oesia



EU Health in Code

EU Iberia

EU Banco Santander

EU Hospiten

EU Hospiten

EU CEOE

EU Camara de Espana

EU Instituto Hermes

EU COFIDES

EU AECID

EU Cosentino

EU Grupo ACS

EU Cabify

EU Repsol

EU Ericsson

EU VOLVO

EU SCANIA

EU Paracel

LAC Arcos Dorados

LAC Consultatio

LAC Corporación América

LAC Fundación Perez Companc

LAC Globant

LAC Grupo Arcor

LAC Grupo Los Grobo

LAC IRSA Inversiones

LAC Pan American Energy

LAC Satellogic

LAC Techint

LAC Ualá

LAC Commonwealth Bank

LAC PGHR Consulting

LAC Goddard Enterprises

LAC MegaPower Ltd.

LAC Williams Industries

LAC Chemical Specialities of Belize Ltd.

LAC Mena Group of Companies

LAC Travellers Liquors Ltd. 

LAC Banco Industrial

LAC Grupo Fortaleza SAFI

LAC ABEEolica

LAC B2W Digital

LAC Banco Itaú

LAC Dudalina

LAC Embraer

LAC Fiocruz

LAC Itaú Unibanco

LAC JBS Group

LAC Lojas Renner

LAC Magazine Luiza



LAC Natura & Co.

LAC Nubank

LAC Porto Seguros

LAC Stefanini

LAC TOTVS

LAC Vale

LAC WEG

LAC BNDES

LAC ITAU

LAC Eletrobras

LAC BTG Pactual

LAC VINCI

LAC Banco da Amazônia 

LAC BRADESCO

LAC TVB/Groupe AGL

LAC CODEVI

LAC Banco do Brasil

LAC CAIXA

LAC Pátria Investimentos

LAC Falabella

LAC Grupo Tres Mares

LAC LATAM Airlines

LAC Sigdo Koppers

LAC CODELCO

LAC ENTEL

LAC Banco GNB Sudameris

LAC Brigard & Urrutia

LAC Colombina

LAC Grupo Aval

LAC Grupo Carvajal

LAC Grupo Grasco

LAC Grupo SURA

LAC J.E. Muñoz y Asociados

LAC Leonisa

LAC Manuelita

LAC Novus Civitas

LAC Organización Ardila Lulle

LAC Organización Terpel

LAC Tecnoquímicas

LAC BANCOLDEX

LAC Grupo Energía de Bogotá

LAC Davivienda

LAC ADOEXPO

LAC Parque Ecológico Mundo Amazónico

LAC Metro de Bogota

LAC Cuestamoras

LAC Durman Esquivel

LAC Instituto Finlay

LAC Banco BHD León

LAC Grupo Diesco



LAC Grupo Estrella

LAC Grupo Martí

LAC Grupo Punta Cana

LAC Banco Pichincha

LAC Consorcio Nobis

LAC Grupo Asiam

LAC Grupo Futuro

LAC Kruger Corporation

LAC Pinto

LAC Almacenes Siman

LAC Avianca Holdings

LAC Banco Davivienda

LAC Banco Promerica

LAC Compañía Azucarera Salvadoreña S.A. de C.V.

LAC Grupo Hilasal

LAC Grupo Poma

LAC Grupo Unicomer

LAC Ternova

LAC Agricola El Siglo

LAC Banco Industrial

LAC CBC Cabcorp

LAC Cementos Progreso

LAC CMI

LAC CMI Capital

LAC Pantaleón

LAC Correia Group of Companies

LAC Boulos Investment Group

LAC Rhum Barbancourt

LAC Banco del País

LAC Corporación Dinant

LAC Grupo Átlantida

LAC Grupo Ficohsa

LAC Grupo Karim's

LAC Grupo Terra

LAC Grace Kennedy

LAC ICD Group Holdings

LAC Jamaica Broilers

LAC Jamaica National Group

LAC Portland Private Equity

LAC Aleatica

LAC C Minds

LAC CEMEX

LAC Coca-Cola FEMSA

LAC FEMSA

LAC Fundación Carlos Slim

LAC Gruma

LAC Grupo Bimbo

LAC Grupo Financiero Inbursa

LAC Grupo Lala

LAC KIO Networks



LAC Mamotest

LAC Sigma Alimentos

LAC Xignux

LAC Softtek

LAC BANORTE

LAC Banco de la Producción

LAC Grupo Ayucus

LAC Grupo Pellas

LAC ABCO Global

LAC Banistmo

LAC Copa Airlines

LAC Grupo Melo

LAC Grupo Verdeazul

LAC Inversiones Bahía

LAC Motta Internacional

LAC Copetrol

LAC Grupo Salemma

LAC Grupo Vierci

LAC Laboratorio Productos Éticos

LAC Aje Group

LAC Alicorp

LAC Belcorp

LAC Compañía de Minas Buenaventura

LAC Corporación José R. Lindley

LAC Ferreyros

LAC BCP

LAC Fernandes Group

LAC Finabank

LAC Kenesjay Green Limited

LAC Massy Group

LAC Republic Bank Limited

LAC Buquebus

LAC Campiglia Construcciones

LAC Chic Parisien

LAC Dlocal

LAC Erro S.A.

LAC Estudio Lecueder

LAC GeneXus

LAC Grupo Marfrig

LAC Megalabs

LAC Stiler

LAC Zonamerica

LAC UTE

LAC Banco Mercantil

LAC Procesadora Marsoca

LAC Atlantic Copper

Caribbean Development Bank

CARICOM Private Sector Organisation (CPSO)

Caribbean Export Development Agency

CBL ACP



EDFI

Business Europe

Euromines

EIT Raw Materials

OLADE

PAHO

Trade Promotion Europe

CSR Europe

EBOWWN

European Telecommunications Network Operators

Eurométaux

CEA-PME

Social Economy Europe y CEPES

Eurochambres

CABEI

Fonplata

EIB

World Bank/IFC

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

Development Bank of Latin America (CAF)

Caribbean Community (CARICOM)

Ibero American General Secretariat (SEGIB)

UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

EuroLat  (x2)

EU-LAC Foundation

Sistema de la Integración Centroamericana (SICA)

Organisation of American States (OAS)

Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organisation (OTCA)
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